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3 April 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Jeeting with Senator John McClelian (D., Ark.}

25X1A

1.  On this date, Messrs. Maury and [ |inet with Senator Jobn
McClellan {D., Ark.) to take up two itema with himm: the continuation of
Agency briefings of the Senator which wese begun during the visit which he
and Senator Henry Jackson (D., Wash. ) paid the Agency on Saturday, ! <arch
(we specifically :nentioned that we thought he would be interested in hearing
from Mr. Duckett an our scientific and other technical activities} and the
Agency's problem:s with the Exvia bill (S. 782}

2. genator McClellan saié he really wanted to resume the briefisgs
and would force hirmself to include this in his schedule after the Easter recess.
He indicated that Saturday morning was the best time for him to do things like
this but expressed concexrn over the possibility of inconvenieacing Agency
officials by having ther csalled in just to brief hir:.. He aiso said that since
he did not drive he did not like to impose on anyone to provide transportation
for him but he felt briefings like this could best be deait with at the Agency
rather than in his office. ar. Maury assured the Senator that our people were
ost anxious to talk with him and in many instances these people were in their
offices on Saturday inorning anyway. He added that providing transportation
posed no problews. W will follow up on this with the Senator after the Easter
recess.

3. Senator McClellan reacted almost i:ninediately whesn Senator
Ervin's bill was rmentioned, saying he was very ciuch opposed to it and that
we would not have to convince aia: that it was a bad bill. He said he felt
that some Coveraisent depart:uents such as the Fureau of the Census pried
unduly into personal lives of people but that sensitive Agencies such as the
FBI, the CIA and siniilar organizations niust know about the personal activities
and habits of their eiaployees to whou: sensitive national security information
is entrusted.
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4. we outiined briefly the provisions of the bill which caused us
particular concern but did not deal with then: in any great depth in view of
the Senator's favorable attitude toward our position. He did express luterest,
however, in our use of the polygraph and this was explaiued to hiu: in some
detail. It was pointed out that the polygraph was used solely as an investijailve
aid and was not considered to be conclusive in and of itself. We made it clear,
however, that it had been of considerable use to the Agency im uncovering
infor:r:ation which would otherwise have been undetected in a field investigation.

5. Senator McClellan was interested in the steps which have been
taken by the Director and other Agency officials in attempting to expiain to
Senator Ervin exactly what the Agency's problem:s are regarding this legislation,
We reviewed not only the steps which have been taken this year but aleo our
efforts in the 90th Congress and the history of S, 1935 in the Senate and the touse.
Senator .JcClelinn said he felt that since Senator Ervin had refused to grant us
an opportunity for an appropriate hearing before the Constitutional Rights Sub-
corurnittee, the Director ghould write 2 letter to Senator RHuseell requesting
an opportunity to discuss thiz matter before the ClA Subcommittees. Senator
«AcClelian feels that these Subcommittees have an obligation to assist the
Agency in this regarc. we pointed cut that the Lirector had discussed this
problem with Senators Russell and Stennis and they felt that we should
concentrate our efforis on the Constitutional Rights Subconmittee o eir-bers
and especially on him, since he is a member of both the Constitutional Rights
and the CIA Subcosninittees. Senator McClellan seeuied to feel that since we
had been refused by Semator Ervin we sheuld ‘build a record” of our opposition
to this bill in our own Bubcorumittee forun.

6. He weat on to say that he thought we should ::ake contact witn
certain key senators. He included in thig list Senator Eastland {(we advised
hin: that Eastland was opposed to the bill) and Sesators Hruska, Thumnond,
and Dirksen. Wwhile not being too specific on this point, Semator McClellan
appeared to feel that the support of these members would be effective when
the bill was considered in full comnittee if we were unable to accon:plish our
purposes in the Constitutional Rights Subcommnittee,
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7. Wwe thanked the Senator for giving us ar opportunity to discues
this mafter with hice and appreciated his suggestions. There iz no question
but that Senator McClelian is solid as a rock and is on our side in this iasue.
Following our ieeting with the Senator we n.et all of his key staif members
including his Administrative Asgsistant, "Buddy' Whiteaker, his Leyisiative
Assistant, Winston Bryant, and his Private Secretary, Jeannine Ragland.
We spent some tiise talking with Mr. Bryant on the subject of S, 782 and
will provide him with some back up papers regarding our problems with
this bill.

8. Following our meeting with Senator icClellan, we happened
to see RBill Woodruff of the Senate Appropriations staff. We mentioned to
Woodruff McClellan's auggestion that the Director write a letter to Senator
Russell requesting an opportunity to discuss the S, 782 problein before the
CIA Subcemunrittees. Woodruff was pressed for time and asked that we
discuss this further with hirc before writing such a letter.

25X1A
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